
 

SMOKE AND MIRRORS REVIEW OF ONTARIO COLLEGE OF TRADES NOT ENOUGH 

May 8, 2014 – The Ontario Skilled Trades Alliance is calling on the Ontario Liberal Party to 
address rampant rumours a ‘review’ of the Ontario College of Trades will be announced early in 
this election. 

“Despite months of hearing from thousands of tradespeople across the province that the 
College of Trades needs to be shut down, Premier Kathleen Wynne and the Liberal Party have 
ignored our calls,” says Karen Renkema, chair of the Ontario Skilled Trades Alliance. “An empty 
election stunt at this time for a so-called review of the College of Trades should be looked at 
with deep skepticism by all tradespeople in Ontario. What’s needed is a commitment to shut 
down the College of Trades once and for all.” 

The College of Trades’ drive for the compulsory certification of tradespeople – everyone from 
carpenters to drywallers to cabinet installers - means Ontario is moving in the opposite 
direction of most provinces, who are instead trying to make their trades easier to work in.  

“We need to reduce barriers to help attract the next generation of skilled tradespeople and 
abolishing the College of Trades is a necessary step to make that happen,” said Renkema. “The 
idea that the Liberals would launch a toothless review of the College should be viewed for what 
it is: an attempt to remove the College as an election issue in order to pacify opposition.” 

The OSTA, along with thousands of tradespeople, called for a pause and review of the damage 
being done to Ontario’s economy by the College of Trades, but Minister of Training, Colleges, 
and Universities Brad Duguid chose to ignore tradespeople until now, when it has become 
politically expedient to appear to listen.  

“We need to call out this so-called review for what it is – an empty promise to get through an 
election, after which the Liberals will get back to business as usual. What’s needed instead is 
the leadership to say the College is not working and it should be shut down.” 
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