
OSTA Welcomes Ontario Budget 2018 Focus on Apprentices

Toronto (March 28, 2018) – The Ontario Skilled Trades Alliance (OSTA) appreciates the
Ontario government’s continued focus on the province’s apprenticeship system to help
young people make the transition to the skilled workforce.

“We’re pleased the government recognizes the importance of more creative solutions
to help apprentices and employers connect,” said Joe Vaccaro, Chair of the Ontario
Skilled Trades Alliance. “However, more creative skills training approaches are also
needed, such as modular based training, to help our skilled workforce stay in step with
the changing needs of industry and the economy.”

Budget 2018 includes the following initiatives that focus on improving the
apprenticeship system, including:

 New Ontario Training Bank: $63 million in funding over three years dedicated to
matching employers and apprentices;

 SkillAdvance Ontario: $30 million (of the $63 mentioned above) to support
programs aimed at finding new approaches to developing the skills that
employers need in specific sectors and regions;

 Office of Apprenticeship Opportunity: Aimed at supporting apprentices from
underrepresented groups and providing pathways for them to work with
employers and unions.

OSTA will be focusing on several priorities leading up to the provincial election in May,
including flexible skills training which did not earn a mention in this budget.

“We’ll be interested in hearing how the province can provide apprentices with more
access to training providers,” added Vaccaro. “Currently there are too many trades with
only one training provider in the entire province.”

The Ontario Skilled Trades Alliance represents companies that employ over 400,000
skilled tradespeople across Ontario who build transit, hospitals, bridges and homes and
provide professional and personal services like hair-styling and automotive repair. OSTA
members are united by the common goal of closing the skills gap in Ontario.
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